BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th March 2007

At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston at 7.30pm
PRESENT:
Mr A Guttridge
(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr M Baker

(RFO)

Mr P Cousins


Mr S Hiscock

Mr R Lester


Mr R Taylor

Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor), Mr D Keane (District Councillor), and PC Ruth Finbow were present, also 2 members of the parish

1. APOLOGIES

Received from Mr G Spindler, Mr D Cobbold and Mr S Greenacre were not present.

2. DECLARATIONS OF OFFICE

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the meeting of 12th February were circulated prior to the meeting, and it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Taylor that they be signed as a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Mr Porter

Mr Baker has indicated that the Parish Council does not have powers to provide grants to individuals, but could provide to clubs of which they are members, whether or not the clubs are in the parish.

Charity Commission – Children’s Playing Ground

The form has been sent back as it was incompletely signed.  This has now been rectified, and Mrs Bayliss will resend this.

Parish Council Website

Mr Hiscock has agreed to help with this, and has received some training from Mr Taylor.  Mr Taylor has also had expression of interest from a member of the public, which he is pursuing.

A link to Babergh District Council Planning Department has been provided on the website, which goes straight to all applications on line.

It was agreed that the Parish Council Minutes and News sheet should be posted on the website once the Chairman has approved these, clearly marked that they have not been approved in Council.  

5. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

Babergh District Council

Notification of Parish Council Election Thursday 3rd May 2007, together with posters to be displayed around the village and nomination papers.  These were distributed to all Councillors present, further papers can be obtained from either Babergh District Council or Mrs Bayliss.  This information to be publicised in the Bugle.

Audit of open spaces, recreation and play areas is being undertaken, Mr Taylor offered to fill this in and return.

Suffolk County Council

Review of Mobile Library Services is being undertaken. Proposed route for Bildeston is alternate Wednesdays between 1.55 – 3.45.  Leaflets from SCC to be available at the post office.

Mid-Suffolk Action in Partnership

This was put on circulation, and posters supplied will be put up.

Lubbock Fine

Notification that the above have been appointed as External Auditors.  

Mrs J Ratliff

Mrs Ratliff has expressed concern at the condition of the grass verge at the High Street end of Wattisham Road, due in part to the work carried out in building the new houses, and also the more recent roadworks.  It was felt we should erect some oak posts to stop this problem in the future.  Mrs Bayliss will write to Suffolk County Council asking if they can look into this, the Parish Council are prepared to make a contribution to the cost.

Mrs Ratliff also stated that there is a heap of sand and salt at this junction, which is unsightly  It was felt we should as the County Council to remove this, and it was decided we do not require this in future years.

6. POLICE REPORT

PC Finbow reported no crime since the last meeting.  There have been no more complaints with regard to ball games near the garages at Brooksfield, the new sign appears to be working.  Safer Neighbour Teams are now in place, and the title of CPO is no longer used.  She will be part of a Team of 4 PCs and 1 PCSO covering North Hadleigh.

7. GARDEN ART

Sue was welcomed to the meeting. She ran through the first draft, and discussed some of the concerns the Parish Council had with regard to planting, paths etc., and explained the concept.  Councillors were happy that on the basis of the draft.  Sue go away and prepare final version.  

8. REPORT BY MR PEMBROKE

Full County Council considers the schools organisational review on the 22nd March.

Mr Pembroke gave an overview of the County Council strategic planning for the next six years.  There will be severe problems with funding, and Mr Pembroke estimated a £150 million reduction in budget over the six years, due to level of predicted funding from central Government.  It will therefore be necessary to completely review how the Council services are provided and to become an enabling Authority with many services provided by other private, public and voluntary orgaisations.

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Notification of site meeting having taken place on the 7th March regarding alterations to The Crown, Bildeston.

The following applications have been approved:

Woolcombers – Listed building consent and erection of single-storey rear extension

39 Chapel Street – Listed building consent and retention of internal alterations

Land adjacent to Artiss Close – erection of 15 dwellings – minor amendment, change to tiles

The following application has been refused:

Part side garden, Willow Cottage – erection of 2 two-storey dwellings with associated garaging

The following application has been received:

79 High Street – change of use of ground floor from retail to residential use.  The Parish Council objected on the basis of loss of potential retail capacity

10. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Taylor and seconded by Mr Tye that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No.1001
Net Explorers


£116.33

Chq. No. 1002 Mr A Guttridge


£26.20 (printing expenses Parish Plan)

Chq. No. 1003 Suffolk County Council

£1027.68

Mr Baker has circulated Risk Assessment criteria for the Parish Council to look at, as the External Auditors need some assurance that we are looking at the risks.  Amended following discussion and agreed.

11. REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Mr Keane confirmed the District Council increase in Council Tax would be 2.9%.  Orbit Housing have now officially been given permission to start the second phase of the development in Rotheram Road, and are hoping to start in April.

12. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND

As Mr Greenacre was not present, there was no discussion.

13. PARISH PLAN

The Village Survey is almost ready for circulation.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Street Light – High Street

Mr Tye asked whether consideration has been given to provision of extra light in High Street. Mr Taylor said the Parish Plan questionnaire will address street lighting issues, and we should await response of this before pursuing.

Dog Fouling

Mr Hiscock said this was again becoming a problem throughout the village.  We should put an article in the Bugle once again, to try to stem this antisocial and unpleasant problem.

Climate Change Seminar

Mr Taylor said a programme of Climate Change Seminars, sponsored by DEFRA is being set up throughout the County, and request has been made for use of Chamberlin Hall for one of the dates.  We would be expected to provide tea/coffee and biscuits.  It was felt we should give permission, and bear cost of this, which was felt to be in the region of £25-40.  

Date of next meeting 

Parish Council Meeting - Monday 16th April at 7.00pm

Annual Parish Meeting – Monday 16th April at 8.15pm

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm.

DEB/d  13.03.07.

